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Baking hot asphalt and blue skies provided a glorious two days for the Audi Sport

Festival at the end of July. Hot action on the track and exciting motoring exhibits at the

Goodwood Carnival attracted a crowd of 25,000 to the Shanghai International Circuit.
The weekend saw the second round of the China GT series, with races three and four. Audi
R8s made up a quarter of the 24-car field.
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It has been held at the Audi Shanghai International Circuit and the Zhuhai
circuit since 2003. Audi was the first manufacturer to offer such a programme in
China. The second generation R8 was launched in 2015 and the Performance ver-
sion boats a 610hp 5.2-litre V10 engine which delivers power to all four wheels.

Mark Andrews (copy)

The Driving Experience allows customers to push the car to the limit in
a controlled environment. The day begins with a briefing, emphasising safety
and reminds drivers that they are pushing their limits not exceeding them.

Outside in the pits, six gleaming new R8s were waiting. The 5.45km
long Shanghai track is designed to resemble the shang character of the
city’s name. For the Driving Experience, the track was split into zones
to teach better track handling. >>
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We did laps of half the track at full speed in the R8. Without any lessons in
how to corner properly, it was difficult to maintain speed in the tight twists that
follow the straight over the finish line. A lap with a professional showed how it
should be done. As he threw the car around the corner I could feel the fully vari-

able distribution quattro system transferring power to the wheels as needed.

For cornering practice, we used corners 11, 12 and 13 of the circuit. Cor-
ner 11 goes sharply to the left followed by a turn to the right in 12 which flows
around to the right and into 13 before hitting a straight. Driving the RS7 Sport-
back and R8 we were taught how to use the ideal line when cornering. The fastest
line through a corner is the one with the straightest path which means using the
apex of the corner rather than following the line of the road.

We tested the acceleration and braking in the RS6 Avant and RS7 Perfor-
mance. We got up to 180km/h within 400 metres before slowly applying the
brakes. Both are powered by a four-litre V8 engine. However, the RS7 Perfor-
mance version’s extra power allows it to get away that much faster. On the return
run we tested full braking capabilities, bringing both cars to quick stops with the
smell of burning rubber. In the afternoon the whole circuit was opened to us.
Following a pro in an R8 he opened up a considerable gap on the corners before
allowing me to catch up on the straights. Races are won on the corners, and that
is what separated the pros from the amateurs.
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Taking pride of place in the Audi Sport tent was the Auto Union Type D Grand
Prix Wagen. Auto Union is the forerunner of today’s Audi and cars such as the Type
D give the brand its racing pedigree. Built for the 1938 season, it was based on its
Type C predecessor but used a three-litre V12 engine to comply with new interna-
tional Grand Prix restrictions limiting engine size. Weighing in at just 750kg, it
could achieve a blistering 330km/h. Nearby was an RS5 DTM - which dominated
the German Touring Car Masters 2015 season with 10 wins in 18 races. Mike Rock-
enfeller won the title in an RS5 DTM, comprising around 4,000 hand-made parts
and is powered by a 460bhp V8 engine.

Rounding out the champions was an R18 e-tron quattro. This 2014 Le Mans
Race winner is a hybrid combining a four-Llitre V6 diesel engine and a flywheel >>
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accumulator. Audi finished first and second at the 24-hour race. It seems like the future of
motor racing is electric and girl power. A new generation of women drivers was behind the
wheel of miniature Audi TT RS Plus electric cars, guiding them around a tyre marked track.

There was also a car-boot sale,featuring sellers of Audi models from the Q5 to the Al.
Families perused items such as jewellery, bags and toys. The RPM Tuning modification boys
were out in force with three Audis - a TT, A4 Avant and A5 cabriolet. Also attracting attention
was a matte grey RS7 Sportback Performance and a shiny blue RS6
Avant at the Audi Sport display. These are all about Ingolstadt’s
push for the ultimate performance. The Performance version of -
the RS7 adds 44hp to the equation, meaning that O to 100km/h
can be completed 0.2 seconds quicker in 3.7 seconds. //
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