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Executive measures
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by MARK ANDREWS

Back-seat comfort and the driving thrills get
a boost with Porsche’s Panamera Executive
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THE PANAMERA has a certain affinity
with Shanghai. This is where it was offi-
cially unveiled in 2009 - making a dramatic
entrance on the 94th floor of the Shanghai
World Financial Center. With China now
the largest market for the Panamera it is
no surprise that Porsche chose the Auto
Shanghai 2013 show to launch the rede-
signed and stretched Executive version.

The Executive brings an extra 15¢cm to
the table - or to the wheelbase, to be
precise - which largely translates as extra
legroom for the rear passengers. The Pan-
amera has been upgraded to improve com-
fort. Seats are more cushioned and double
glazing reduces roadside noise.

With 420 brake horsepower on tap
from the twin-turbo 3.0-litre V6 engine,
you would expect the car to be difficult
to handle in snarled-up traffic. However
the Panamera minds its manners, happily

idling away in second gear. But push down
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on the accelerator and the Panamera pulls
away quickly, leaving most cars for dust.

Upon its initial launch, Porsche purists
were dismayed by the Panamera and its
looks are still divisive. Nonetheless, the
Executive is a head-turner. Driving along
Pudong’s Century Avenue, it gets more
than enough attention. It is here, though,
that its large size, particularly its width,
is less than ideal, making it difficult to
squeeze through traffic. Unlike a traditional
Porsche, the Executive is front-engined and
the bonnet takes up a large proportion of
the car’s 5.17 metre-length. Inside, even
with the stretch, it’s not as spacious as you
would expect for a car of this size. This is,
after all, still a sports car at heart.

In the rear, it is a pure two-seater with
the deep driveshaft tunnel running the
length of the car. Many criticised the
original model for its cramped rear seats
and even this stretch version feels less

The extended
wheelbase results
in more leg room
in the rear
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spacious than cars such as the Bentley

Flying Spur.

With the low seating arrangement and
wheel-mounted gearshift paddles, it has
the feel of a sports car. The finish is suave,
with various high-quality trim and hide
options. Our car had a largely dark interior
contrasted by red seat belts. Dominating
the dash is the seven-inch multi-function
display system. You will need to rely on this
when parking as the rear window is small,
making it difficult to judge tight spaces.

Despite the car’s low stance, the rear
seats are comfortable enough for adults on
along journey. As with the front, there are
dual-zone climate controls and electroni-
cally adjustable heated and cooled seats.
Controls are mounted on a unit between
the two seats, which also allow rear occu-
pants to move the front passenger seat.

An optional Sport Chrono Package
includes a SPORT PLUS button alongside
the standard Sport button and a stop-
watch mounted on top of the dashboard.



Both the Sport and SPORT PLUS buttons
lower and stiffen the air suspension, and
alter the change times of the seven-speed
dual-clutch transmission. SPORT PLUS
also has Launch Control, designed to give
optimum acceleration from a standing start
- cutting o-100km/h times to 4.5 seconds.

The Panamera Executive has the feel,
performance and handling of a true sports
car yet it is still a viable family car. It might
not offer as much space as some of the
luxury competition but the beauty of this
model is not the back-seat environment -
it's all about the joy of driving it.
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Head-turner: Porsche's
Panamera Executive
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