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Dongfeng Race Team’s half
Chinese, half international
crew is a clear indicator of
the growth of China’s
competitive sailing scene
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Hainan is on its way to establishing itself as China’s
new capital for recreational and competitive sailing
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EVEN ASitis being hoisted, the mainsail begins
to fill and the J/80 picks up speed. Although a sport
boat, it’s well built for its size, easy to sail, safe and
certified for offshore sailing. 1t’s an ideal boat for
learning how to sail and it’s put to good use at Sanya
Sailing Academy, located in Sanya Serenity Marina.

Hainan, and in particular Sanya, is beginning
to replace Qingdao - the site of the 2008 Olympic
sailing events - as China’s sailing capital. It may be a
small scene at present, but thanks to a busy calendar
of events including a stopover on the prestigious
Volvo Ocean Race this year, it’s growing rapidly.

In 2009, the same year Qingdao hosted a Volvo
Ocean Race stopover, top Volvo Ocean Race
officials visited Sanya and by the beginning of 2010,
an agreement was reached, resulting in a team of
international specialists being brought in to design
and build the Serenity Marina, creating more than
300 berths at a cost of US$80 million dollars.

Sanya is a good move for the triennial race. “The
culture of sailing is in the south of China especially
in Shenzhen, Guangzhou, and Sanya,” says Jarby
Zhang, chief representative for Volvo Ocean Race
China. Just as important is the different climate in
north and south China, as participants in the 2009
Qingdao stopover found out. “They arrived during
Chinese New Year,” says Xavier Maurey, Deputy
Managing Director of Serenity Marina. “It was very
cold - below zero. The epoxy used on boats [for
repairs] doesn’t catch at very low temperatures.”

Each stopover provides plenty of excitement for
sailors and visitors - some 270,000 came to Sanya
during the 2012 event. There’s the spectacle of the
boats arriving from the leg of the race and in-port rac-
ing. There’s also maintenance to be done for the next
leg. “Sanya’s marina is based on our requirements and
the weather is fit for our race,” explains Zhang.

Hainan also hosts the annual Round Hainan
Regatta, begun in 2010 and taking place this year on
20-28 March. The main race covers 600 nautical miles
around the island with in-port racing in Sanya and
Haikou, and a shorter race between Sanya and Wan-
ning and back. “China is new to sailing, so some teams
don’t have experienced skippers and sailors, but they
still enjoy the race,” says Event Manager, Daniel Shan.

Back in 2010 just 17 teams took part, but the 2015
edition will see a total of 70 teams. About 70 percent
are Chinese and since 2011 increasing numbers have
come from Hainan. This year sees the debut of the

=TEIIEEMAE
AL (E
TR AL TERARYEEN R
BE (£ TE) -
EIFE T bR R
(BE) RIEEmE
B AIRARE

(& TE) - ERs|
AIEERALE R E
Laurence Nicolas

(RAE) AR

Sanya Serenity
Marina has hosted
a number of sailing
events and races
(below left), such
as the International
Boat Show and
Festival (right),

the Round Hainan
Regatta (below
right), and has also
brought on former
French sailing
champion Laurence
Nicolas (far right)
as an instructor
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Photo. International Boat Show and Festival: Imaginechina. Round Hainan Regatta: Guo Cheng - Xinhua Press/Corbis/IC
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Sanya is a key
fixture for the
Round Hainan
Regatta (above)
and the Volvo
Ocean Race
(below)
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RHN-Dubois-50, a boat built in China and created for
the event by British designer Ed Dubois. “We want to
have a professional regatta” says Shan. “International
teams may find it difficult to bring their own boats to
China and from the point of view of racing it is better
if everyone is sailing the same boat.”

Serenity Marina is also the finishing point for the
biennial Audi Hong Kong to Hainan Race, last held
in October 2014. Organised by the Royal Hong Kong
Yacht Club, it is the only Category 1 offshore event to
finish in China.

More marinas are being constructed across
Hainan, including ones in Haikou, Clearwater Bay,
Yalong Bay and Shimei Bay and another in Sanya. It’s
estimated there are 100 or more marinas throughout
China, but Maurey dismisses most of these as “real-
estate marinas” where developers sell apartments
based around a lifestyle. “Serenity was built and
designed to be a professional marina,” he says.

Instruction is also professional. Laurence Nicolas,
a former French sailing champion, heads the Sanya
Sailing Academy at Serenity. She’s been involved in

Photos. Round Hainan Regatta: Guo Cheng - Xinhua Press/Corbis/IC. Volvo Ocean Race:

Sam Greenfield- Dongfeng Race Team/Volvo Ocean Race via Getty Images
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Chinese sailing since 2002 when she coached the
national team and moved to Hainan in 200s.

“At the moment it is still developing,” she says of
the interest in learning to sail. “While we do sailing
camps for children, most students are middle-aged
adults. Women make up a comparatively large num-
ber - about 40 percent - of the successful students.”

Sales of motor yachts still outnumber those of
sailing boats, but in the past two years there’s been
an increasing interest in buying the latter. Zhou Lu, a
sales agent at the Speedo Marine Sanya office, claims
40- to 60-foot Jeanneau boats are the most popular.

“They want to do sport” says Nicholas. “You have to
do things on a sailing boat. A lot of people end up get-
ting bored on motor yachts. Many of them start off by

N““H ,| BLLL

buying catamarans as they are easier to handle.”

The 2014-2015 Volvo Ocean Race features the
Dongfeng Team and although half the crew are from
China, the skipper is French. Becoming a skipper
means hours of logged time and experience, which
eventually Chinese sailors will acquire. “We hope to
see more Chinese sailors join the race, especially a
Chinese skipper,” says Zhang.

With Hainan’s growing sailing scene and increas-
ingly professional facilities, this may not take long. Il

Sanya Serenity Marina has a promenade,
a membership yacht club, restaurants
serving Hainanese, Malaysian and West-
ern fare, cafés and boutiques - including
one specialising in nautical merchandise.
It also has its own resort, Sanya Serenity
Marina Hotel, a favourite with many
crews. Should you feel inspired to buy a
boat of your own, luxury yacht dealers
such as Sunseeker, Simpson Marine and
Speedo Marine are on hand to assist you.
A number of other hotels are located
nearby, including the InterContinental
Sanya Resort and Shangri-La’s Sanya
Resort and Spa. Every year, the Sanya
Visun Royal Yacht Hotel hosts Hainan
Rendez-Vous, a luxury showcase of super
yachts and business jets at the Visun
Royal Yacht Club. In past years, visitors
have been treated to the sight of nearly

100 yachts and super-yachts docked
along the riverbank.

Sanya Serenity Marina is located to
the southeast of Luhuitou Park, which is
home to five major peaks; the highest at
181 metres above sea level offers stunning
views of Sanya at sunrise and sunset.
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Shangri-La’s Sanya Resort and Spa
features an outdoor water park
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