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A shift to hands-on driving by China’s
wealthy has seen a spike in demand
for luxury convertibles
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Lamborghini's Aventador
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hinese auto-maker
BYD sold just seven
of its S8 hard-top

convertibles in 2010. When
it began its brief production
run, soon discontinued, it
was the only open-top car
(apart from the BJ2020
jeep) built in China.

Shaun Rein, founder of
China Market Research
Group, isn't surprised.
“Traditionally, people
wanted boss-like cars
and they wanted to be
driven around,” says Rein.
However, over the past
five years there has been a
shift in the desire for more
personal driving.

Convertibles are popularly
perceived as road-trip cars.
While this image holds
true in the United States,
Australia and Europe,
the Chinese market is
different, with drivers wary
of pollution, heat and the
effects of the sun.

However, ragtops from
premium luxury brands
are beginning to nudge

their way into the market,
especially for those who
own a stable of vehicles.
This year Lamborghini

is bringing in its new
Aventador LP 700-4
Roadster, while next month
(APR), Jaguar’s new F-Type,
which only comes as a
convertible, will also be
available in China.

Rein’s group found that
the purchasers of luxury
open-top cars tend to be
rich young businesswomen
who rarely drive with the
roof down. Despite this,
figures from China Market
Research Group predict the
market for convertibles will
grow at 35 percent a year,
on average, for the next
five years.

However, Bertel Schmitt,
Editor-in-Chief of The Truth
about Cars website, remains
cautious. “Convertibles are
most useful as a marketing
tool,” he says. “They attract
buyers into the showroom,
but most of them then buy
a less exciting car.”
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Convertible
only: The new
Jaguar F-Type
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