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Ditch the guidebook and take your seat for
the loudest guided tour in China
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FLY WITH US
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Dragonair flies 17 times
a day to Shanghai, 15
times a day to Beijing
and daily to Xi'an
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HE DISTINCTIVE BARK of aside-valve
boxer engine knocks out the chirps of cicadas
on a plane tree-lined street of the former
French Concession. Few sights on Shanghai’s
frenetic roads attract more than a cursory
glance, but the passing of two Chang Jiang 750 sidecars
on a Shanghai Sideways tour is one of them.

It all began with a rebellious streak in 1999 when the
then 19-year-old Thomas Chabriéres arrived in the city
to work in digital advertising. His mother had always
forbidden him from riding motorbikes, so one of the first
things he did was to search for the largest one he could
find - which happened to be a Chang Jiang 750 sidecar.

In 2005, Chabriéres, who was then working in Beijing,
had two of his bosses arrive from France. Chabrieres
asked his friend Gaél Thoreau to take them on a tour
of the city. Thoreau put the pair on his side-car bike;
one hour turned into a whole day as they went to the
Great Wall accompanied by wine and a picnic lunch. The
French bosses were delighted, so much so that Thoreau
decided to start Beijing Sideways a year later. In 2008,
Chabrieres quit his job to start the Shanghai branch, and
the company now has branches in Xi’an and Lijiang.

“We are the friend of a friend you wish you had in a
city you do not know,” says Chabriéres, who refers to the
drivers as “insiders”. One-, two- and four-hour tours can

“We are here to entertain,” says Thomas Chabriéres
(main) of Shanghai Sideways, which specialises in
giving visitors an insightful experience
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Sideways Escapes began in Beijing, taking in sights
such as the Great Wall (above); tours now also
operate around Shanghai, Lijiang (left) and Xi'an
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Lijiang Sideways tours
take in the sights around
Yunnan (above)
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Landmarks such as the
1933 Complex, a disused
slaughterhouse turned
creative hub, feature in
Shanghai tours (right)
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be customised, including evening events. They operate
year-round and can even offer heated seats, windshields
and blankets for a mulled wine tour in winter.

Insider Kewen Wu strides into the 1933 Complex,
guests in tow, explaining how this commercial creative
industries hub used to be Shanghai’s main abattoir. Tours
veer off the beaten path with no predefined route; drivers
decide where to take groups based on their interests and
what they have already seen of Shanghai.

“We are here to entertain. It’s about sharing our love
of the city,” says Chabriéres, so the driver needs to have
a good knowledge of Shanghai and its history. Tours are
offered in many languages thanks to a mix of expats, all
of whom have lived in the city for at least three years,
and Shanghainese insiders. Belgian tourist Axel Grimald
loves the insight offered. “My wife and I are artists and
are always looking for the keys of a city when we arrive
in a new place. Sideways seemed to fit our needs,” he says.

‘When Wuss tour reaches the Old Town, rather than show
them the touristy Yuyuan Bazaar, he parks the sidecars
and takes the group down a lane full of locals buying
street food to a road of market stalls hawking vegetables.

“Everybody wants to visit the French Concession
but there are no specific landmarks,” says Chabriéres.
“However, we know where we can take people so that
they can get a feeling of the area.” Grimald agrees. “We
have fallen in love with Shanghai thanks to Sideways.”
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CHANG JIANG 750 SIDECAR &I750

The sidecar’s lineage can be traced to the 1930s-era BMW

R71. Supplied to the Soviet Union as part of the Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact - or illegally cloned - the Soviet version,
known as the Ural M-72, was produced until 1956 when the
design was considered obsolete and passed to China. Produced
exclusively for the army until 1997 by a plant in Nanchang,
Jiangxi Province, Chang Jiang 750 sidecars were assigned to
soldiers to encourage maintenance. They kept them when they
were discharged, and the bikes ended up spread across China.
A small number are still made at various locations in China.
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